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The Question That Has No Answer Yet: Student Assignment
What to do when the evidence is limited
Most research is based on carefully selected participants. However, many of the clients you see will not match those criteria exactly. This assignment starts there. You will take a question about a client who is not the typical one, find the closest available evidence, name where that evidence and your client part ways, and decide what to do about the gap. There is no correct answer in Part 4. What matters is that your choice follows from the gap you named, and that you can say what would tell you it was wrong.
	Based on
	Any review on The Informed SLP relevant to your question

	Time
	About 40 minutes


Part 1. Your question
Choose a client from your placement, or use one of these. Either way, pick a situation that is not the typical one in the research.
	· An adult with aphasia whose primary language is not English, and no interpreter is available for sessions.
· A preschooler with developmental language disorder in a rural district, seen once a month.
· A nursing home resident with dementia who has no family or regular visitors.



	Who the client is
	

	What you are considering doing
	

	What outcome you want
	


Part 2. What you found
Search theinformedslp.com. Record what you actually did, including the searches that did not work.
	Search terms you tried
	

	The closest review you found (title and date)
	

	What that review actually covers: who was studied, in what setting, and what was done
	


Part 3. Name the gap
Compare your question to what you found. Mark where they line up and where they do not.
	
	What your client needs
	What the evidence covers
	Gap?

	Population
	
	
	

	Setting
	
	
	

	What was done
	
	
	

	How much, how often
	
	
	

	Outcome measured
	
	
	


Which single gap matters most for this client, and why? Two to three sentences.
	


Part 4. What you would do
Choose one and explain your reasoning.
	a. Use the closest evidence, with specific adjustments for the gap you named.
b. Look somewhere else first. Say where, and what you expect to find there.
c. Proceed without evidence that fits, and monitor closely. Say what you would monitor.


Your choice: ______   Your reasoning, in three to four sentences.
	


What would you watch for that would tell you this was the wrong call?
	


Part 5. When would you stop looking
There is a difference between a question the field has not answered and a question you have not searched well enough. How would you tell them apart here? Two to three sentences.
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